 

 

 

FOR ALIGNMENT

[bookmark: _GoBack]EU Statement for WHA 70 on item 12.2  Antimicrobial Resistance

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States.

[Aligning paragraph]

We are pleased by the leadership of the WHO in the implementation of the Global Action Plan, including supporting member states in developing national plans. However, still one third of the member states lack coordinated plans. Further action is needed and the EU urges member states to engage in this work with Secretariat support. 

The EU is pleased with the establishment of the ad hoc inter agency coordination group, IACG. We recognise the central role of the WHO, together with FAO and OIE, in supporting this group and we urge the IACG to actively engage in providing guidance across the UN system to promote a One Health approach to AMR. The IACG should support the Secretary General in developing recommendations on further action, whilst avoiding any duplication. 

We welcome the joint WHO, FAO, OIE roadmap of the global development and stewardship framework and we look forward to the consultation in the autumn. We urge the Secretariat to accelerate work on this framework.  

We also welcome recent work on the Global Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance System (GLASS), on the new recommendations on infection prevention & control, the antibiotic chapter of the WHO Model list of Essential Medicine and the list of priority antibiotic resistant bacterial pathogens. 

Mr Chair,
Greater cooperation and increased funding for AMR R&D is needed at an international level, including on continued basic research in AMR, new innovative infection treatment methods, and previously recognised health threats such as MDR TB. The EU would appreciate greater clarity on how the Secretariat will support and link this with the IACG and development of the global development and stewardship framework. We urge the Secretariat to show leadership in creating this clarity. We ask WHO to engage in a systematic exchange of information with AMR related EU supported international research platforms.

The EU has been very active in supporting its member states to tackle AMR through concrete initiatives including the Joint Programming Initiative on AMR, the forthcoming Joint Action on AMR and Health Care Associated Infections and the New Drugs for Bad Bugs programme under the innovative medicines initiative. 

Concrete measures are needed in tackling AMR, including 
Firstly: push and pull mechanisms to bring new interventions to market, for example, rewarding the launch of new antibiotics, and improving of the regulatory framework to help engage in a constructive dialogue with industry to keep existing antibiotics on the market.
Second: In parallel to R&D efforts, there is a need for prudent and reasonable use of antimicrobials, 
And Thirdly: it is key to strengthen health systems including establishing efficient infection prevention and control measures. 

We thank the secretariat for the report on sepsis and encourage the WHO and member states to strengthen efforts to prevent infections that may lead to sepsis, in line with the proposed resolution. The appropriate use of antimicrobials is vital to maintain our ability to effectively treat sepsis.
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